The 2006 edition follows those of 1992 and 1999 and is a comprehensive work with descriptions, generally illustrated, of different techniques for blockade of almost every region in the body.
Most anaesthetists are familiar with spinal and epidural block, together with blocks of major nerve trunks. Some anaesthetists will be familiar with facet, root sleeve and coeliac plexus blocks. Not many anaesthetists are familiar with the arcane sacroiliac joint block or the obturator block. The trigeminal block is truly recondite and, along with a few others in this edition, not for the faint-hearted. All these and many more are covered in this book.
The techniques are generally clearly described and the success of previous editions attests to that. The illustrations are plentiful, accurate, brightly and cleverly coloured and easy to follow.
There is one minor quibble in respect of the illustrations in that the operators are almost universally represented by bare arms wearing a pair of gloves. Some of the figures in the drawings are at least wearing masks, and they are only drawings, but implantation of long-term intrathecal drug delivery systems demands a much higher level of asepsis than this.
The other criticism of this otherwise ambitious and excellent book is that many of the techniques described are based on early work by Bonica, Murphy and other pioneers, who worked out a form of stereotactic approach to high risk procedures (e.g. coeliac plexus blocks) before the days of image intensifiers: surface anatomy writ large. These too were challenging and very high risk, demanding clinical acumen and nerves of steel. There are occasional radiographs in the text of, e.g. facet arthrography, but not many.
Modern practice necessitates fluoroscopic imagining for almost all of these procedures.
In a similar vein, ultrasound guidance of regional catheters is given scant attention.
Nevertheless this is a spectacular book in many ways and throws light on blocks that many other books do not attempt to explain or cover. For that reason alone it will sit well in most departmental libraries.
T. J. G. PAVY Perth, Western Australia Obstetric and Gynecologic Anesthesia. F. R.
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In the preface, the author states her intention to produce a thorough and concise volume covering primarily obstetrics, but also gynaecology and chronic pain management.
The book is presented as an A4 hardcover and is part of 'the requisites' series. It is 146 pages plus index and seven appendices. Chapters consist of fairly dense text broken up with tables, diagrams and boxes highlighting clinical caveats and controversies.
Overall, the book achieves its stated aims. It is very thorough and practical. Its recommendations are consistent with local practice. I thought the boxes for caveats and controversies worked well. In addition to the routine areas, there are chapters dealing with foetal surgery, major gynaecological surgery and chronic pelvic pain. The appendices are primarily statements of guidelines and standards for various aspects of obstetric anaesthesia.
On the negative side, there were a few typographical errors. I also found that there were some long stretches of very dense paragraphs which might have been broken up with more tables or presented in point form. For example, a table or flow chart for neonatal resuscitation would have been nice, even though it was well covered in text form.
There are a number of books on this subject. This one is probably better than most. The question is where it fits in. Its presentation (A4, hardcover, glossy paper) is perhaps unlikely for a handbook and may add to its expense. Its concise nature means that it is not really a textbook as such.
Nevertheless, those wanting a concise, practical summary of this subspecialty area would find this book very suitable. It may well appeal to registrars in CASE REPORT Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 35, No. 4, August 2007 their obstetric rotation, or to consultants wanting an up to date summary of the area.
R This book covers the objectives of the American National Board of Echocardiography Perioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography Certification Examination in much detail and integrates it with a great amount of complementary cardiological, anaesthetic and surgical information. It is certainly not a "manual" or an introductory text, but rather a fairly comprehensive resource. Most chapters contain useful summary tables and all are well referenced. Much material is directly sourced from excellent guidelines produced by groups such as the American Society of Echocardiography and the American Heart Association.
The editors and most of the authors of this text are experienced clinicians from major cardiac centres in Montreal, Canada. The text is truly transdisciplinary with contributions from anesthesiologists, cardiac surgeons, cardiologists, intensivists and others. It is printed on high quality paper, is well bound and contains many clear illustrations and photographs of echocardiographic and surgical images. The images are not in colour, however all the figures in the book are reproduced in colour on the accompanying DVD. The DVD is easy to use, with a consistent interface for all the figures and videos. This allows for rapid access to all the 3D animations (depicting the orientation of the tomographic planes) and the echocardiographic and surgical video loops associated with each figure. The many surgical photos and video loops (e.g. of surgical procedures such as a mitral valve quadrangular resection) add a very useful dimension to this text.
Unfortunately the DVD only runs on computers using the Windows operating system. The text just discusses a four-point grading system for segmental wall motion abnormalities, rather than the fivegrade system used in the ASE/SCA guidelines and most of the intraoperative literature: and some of the echocardiographic views and omniplane angles suggested in the text differ from the ASE/SCA recommendations. There are also some errors in the text and figures, which could have been eliminated with better proofreading.
There are now a large number of books available on transoesophageal echocardiography, ranging from small introductory manuals to large reference works. This book has many strengths and unique features. If one is seeking a comprehensive, current and clinically integrated reference work on perioperative TOE, this book deserves very serious consideration.
R While there have been many textbooks on regional anaesthesia published in the past, none has matched the breadth and reach of this book from the New York School of Regional Anesthesia. For the first time, the theoretical and technical aspects of regional anaesthesia have been integrated with a comprehensive, evidence-based overview of its clinical role in acute pain management.
The book comprises 83 chapters that are divided into colour-coded sections for easy reference. The text layout is highly readable, with 'clinical pearls' highlighted. The early chapters of the book cover a diverse range of topics, including a history of regional anaesthesia, the embryology, histology and anatomy of the nervous system and local anaesthetic pharmacology. Subsequent chapters cover individual blocks, with extensive discussion on the use of nerve stimulators, continuous catheter techniques and an introduction to ultrasound-guided techniques in adults and children. On a minor note, as a lower limb block enthusiast, I would have liked to have seen more detail on fascia iliaca blocks and on the use of nerve stimulators in sensory nerve blockade. The latter chapters are clinically focused and cover the role of regional anaesthesia in different surgical subspecialties in patients with underlying disease and in different clinical environments. There are excellent chapters on the mechanisms and management of the neurological complications of regional anaesthesia. The final chapters deal with the role of regional anaesthesia in acute pain management and aspects of documentation, training and research.
